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 The Proclaimer   
 

 

Awakening Soul Presents 

Tending the Fire 

November 10-13, Lutheridge 

 

Providence Annual Retreat 

Preparing for Advent ~ A Time of Waiting 

November 19, Kanuga Conferences 

 

First Sunday in Advent 

Making Room for Peace 

November 27, Providence 

Gratitude by Rava Schlitt 

Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

2:00pm Brookdale Worship 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 
BE HERE NOW (excerpt from the song by Kyle Matthews) 

Bring me back somehow to be here now  

In the present tense, where I am meant to live. 

…Where the love I need still waits for me  

  To set me free to be here now.  

…Where the love I feel has the chance to be a part of something real. 

  O, set me free to be here now. 

…Where the love I choose has a role to play in making all things new  

   With you… ‘cause you will always be here now. 

So many times we fail to listen, to see, to feel because we are lost in 

past regrets and hurts, or worrying about future issues and plans. The 

excerpt from the title song of Kyle Matthew’s latest album, “Be Here 

Now” (you can find here: http://www.kylematthews.com/track/672299/be-here-now) 

reminds me of how important it is to be in the present, to be present to 

the presence all around me. That’s so easy to forget as I rush through 

busy days at breakneck speed. 

As I write this, I am packing for my semi-annual beach retreat. In fall 

and spring, I vacate, literally, to the beach for rest, spiritual 

replenishment, and as little work as I can get by with! The beach is my 

happy place… my soul place… my place to remember that I don’t 

make everything happen; that I’m not in charge of the universe; and, 

really, that I don’t ultimately want to be in charge of the universe. I 

can “busy” myself into thinking that everything depends on me. That’s 

both a heady illusion and a recipe for burnout. 

Lately, I have found myself reflecting on what might help me on a 

regular basis to resist the illusions of control and power over things that 

I fall into so easily. After all, there are 50 other weeks that I don’t spend 

in my “soul place.” So really, doesn’t the soul place need to be 

wherever I am? 

As I thought of Kyle’s song, it came to me that maybe one of the ways 

I can resist my need to control is to focus on being here now: 

http://www.kylematthews.com/track/672299/be-here-now
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where I am… where love sets me free to be myself and to let God be 

God… where choosing love can make me and everything and 

everyone around me new… where God is, always here, now, present, 

waiting. 

We are moving headlong toward holiday high gear with Thanksgiving 

and Christmas in our sights. Maybe we should downshift rather than 

punching it. Maybe we should take a deep breath, find a holy pause, 

even as we engage the whirlwind ahead of us. We are invited in this 

month of November to remember those whose lives have touched 

and shaped us. We are compelled to give thanks for what we have, 

who and whose we are, for the family that nurtures and challenges us, 

for friends who are family by choice, even as we eat too much and 

rush too much. We are invited to give of our time at Providence—to 

invest in a team of people listening for and creating space for the 

work of God to manifest itself through us. We are choosing leadership. 

We are giving our money to the work of God around the globe. We 

are making decisions about what is most important to us as a 

congregation and what needs and opportunities for ministry we will 

embrace and spend our money on. We are invited to retreat, to lean 

into the spirit of preparation and winnowing, readying and hoping 

that these holy days offer us. 

In November, as we do all of this, let’s follow the way of Torah—Let’s 

take Sabbath pauses as we offer the first fruits of our work and 

ourselves back to God. As we engage radical trust in this way, we 

relinquish more and more our need to control outcomes. We free 

ourselves to give and to receive. We make space to breathe deeply 

and to offer our gratitude for the grace that is present and evident 

when we stop to look for it. We allow our souls and selves to relax into 

God’s waiting Spirit, and we can be attentive to the holy now. That 

attentiveness enables connection and nurtures relationship. 

The Love we need waits for us, the Love we feel longs to set us free, 

the Love we choose renews us and offers us wholeness. Love—

Creator, Christ, Spirit—here, now, present tense. Will we be too? 
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS @ 9:00am! 
All ages welcome! Two adult classes available, plus classes for Children & 

Youth at Providence House. Nursery care provided for the little ones. 

 

DEEPER 
Sundays following worship. Refreshments and conversation in Fellowship Hall. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

See page 8 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

POTLUCK & GET REAL 2.0 
Wednesday, Nov 2 @ 5:30pm 

Faciliated by T Thomas. 

Invite a friend and bring a dish to share. Nursery provided. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
If you would like to host, contact Joyce Faye Myers 828.595.4347  

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Friday, Nov 11 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 

Check weekly e-news and worship guide for details. Nursery provided. 
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Dear Providence. . . 
I wanted to express my sincerest gratitude to everyone who donated for 

Louisiana Flood Relief and to the Missions Committee. On Sunday, October 

16th, Michelle talked about different trails of tears people have traveled. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the place where I was born and raised has been on 

a trail of tears. In July, Alton Sterling was shot and killed by a police officer 

not very far from the house I grew up in. A few weeks later, three police 

officers were shot and killed at a gas station not very far from the hospital I 

was born in. A few weeks later, more rain fell on Louisiana than would be 

expected in 1,000 years. Many homes of people I know flooded. The friend 

of a friend’s father was one of the thirteen deaths of the disaster. It’s been 

overwhelming.  

But Michelle also talked about hope. And how hope can come from people 

you don’t even know, as well as from connections. How I came to 

Providence is a wild story of connections in its own right. When Michelle 

asked me if there was anyone back home that Providence could help, it 

was soothing to know that people were thinking of Louisiana and how they 

could help. The generosity that Providence has shown to Anna and Ashlie, 

who you’ve never met, is truly amazing. In supporting them as they rebuild 

their flooded home, you’ve brought hope to a situation that can hold so 

much fear and despair.  

Thank you for feeding peace and compassion for the world with your actions 

Providence. I am truly and deeply grateful.    ~ Erin Mann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bearing Witness to Jesus Christ. . . 
November is Mission Emphasis Month 
The CBF Offering for Global Missions is the primary source of support 

ensuring the long-term presence of field personnel around the 

world. The theme for this year's offering is Bearing Witness to Jesus 

Christ; we bear witness to the Gospel through words that invite faith 

and actions that embody the way of Jesus. This year, you are invited 

to discover the ways that God is working alongside field personnel in 

Thailand, China, Southern Kentucky and in the poorest counties in 

the United States. At Providence, we also include a special offering 

for the Puja family in Bosnia.  
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Pastoral Search. . . 
 

Who We Are: 
Created in the imagination of the Holy Spirit, Providence Baptist Church 

is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship church in Hendersonville, NC. 

A congregation of about 100, we are an open and welcoming 

community of diverse ages and faith backgrounds.  Silence, simplicity, 

and holy listening are a valued part of our worship.  Our desire is to be a 

place of spiritual growth and healing, to follow Christ, and to become his 

hands and feet in the world, near and far. 

  

What We Want: 
We are seeking a servant leader, in an active relationship with Jesus Christ, 

who feels called to join our community. 

His/her vision should be Holy Spirit led.  His/her leadership should challenge 

and empower the congregation.  His/her style should be open, 

welcoming, and ecumenical.  He/she will need to be able to meet our 

primary ministry needs of:  passionate preaching, inspiring teaching, and 

compassionate pastoral care.  As a seeker, he/she should honor our 

history and values, while encouraging continued growth in Christ.  As a 

disciple, he/she should leave space for the mystery. 

 

The Pastor Search Committee invites you to contact any of its 7 

members to share your thoughts and hopes for the pastor search process, 

the direction of the church, and the future pastor. Feel free to reach out to: 

Philip Allen – phillip@brencase.com / (h)828-696-4990 / (c)828-777-1978 

Bill Bysinger - wgbadvisory@earthlink.net / (h)828-435-1380 / (c)478-951-2010 

Dean Crisp – cdeancrisp@gmail.com / 828-691-6354 

Jane Gurley – jgurley1703@gmail.com / 828-242-7405 

Kathleen Lambert - klambert55@yahoo.com / 828-551-5334 

Kelly Hart - kellydothart@gmailcom / 864-230-1655 

Herb Sierk – sierk@att.net / 828-692-4485 

mailto:phillip@brencase.com
mailto:wgbadvisory@earthlink.net
mailto:cdeancrisp@gmail.com
mailto:jgurley1703@gmail.com
mailto:klambert55@yahoo.com
mailto:sierk@att.net
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Items of Interest…  
 

2017 MINISTRY PLAN 
The month of November is CBF Missions & Bosnia Special Offerings 

Nov   6 Nominating Ballots Due 

Nov 13 Ministry Team Charts Distributed & Budget Review by Council 

Nov 20 Proposed Budget & Ballots Distributed to Congregation 

Dec   4 Ministry Team Charts Dedication 

Dec   7 Proposed Budget Discussion & Forum 

Dec 11 Business Meeting & Approval of 2017 Budget 

 

 

HENDERSON COUNTY CHURCHES UNITED 
Sunday, Nov 6th @ 4:00pm World Taize Service at Grace Lutheran 

Monday, Nov 7th 11:00am-7:00pm Prayer Vigil at First Congregational 

Sunday, Nov 20th @ 7:00pm Thanksgiving Service at Trinity Presbyterian 

 

 

AWAKENING SOUL PRESENTS 
Tending The Fire with Brian McLaren and Becca Stevens 

Music by Fran McKendree and the Awakening Soul Ensemble 

November 10-13 at Lutheridge. Visit: www.awakeningsoulpresents.org 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM IAM – BOOKS FOR GOOD 
Shopping for some great used books? Check out Books For Good. 

Prices are great and books are shelved in categories so it’s easy to 

find what you’re looking for. Profits from book, CD and DVD sales go to 

local charities. Located in Fletcher, behind the Subway at the corner 

of Butler Bridge Rd and 25. Open: Mon-Fri 12-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Visit: www.booksforgood.net 

 

http://www.awakeningsoulpresents.org/
http://www.booksforgood.net/


 

Weekly Scripture 
*Free For All Verse 

 

Nov 6 

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 

*Luke 6:20-31 

 

Nov 13 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

*Luke 21:5-19 

 

Nov 20 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 (69) 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

Nov 27 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Dec 4 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 
Note: At the time of this printing, 

some scriptures and Free for All 

verses are yet to be determined. 

   November Birthdays 

  9 Gail Coulter 

17 Alice Rapp 

19 Andy Mills 

19 Elijah Wilmoth 

19 Howard Rowland 

20 Frances Albertson 

23 Deborah Cousins 

23 Julie Merritt Lee 

24 Joan Yarborough 

24 Sage Lee 

26 Kathryn Beasley 

27 Deborah Matthews 

27 Muriel Hamblen 

1st Week of December 
 3 Anna Price 

 4 Gabe Mills 

 

IAM DONATIONS 
Pantry Focus: Hams, Turkey Breasts, 
Whole Turkeys & Chickens. Peas, Green 
Beans, Yams, Potatoes, Stuffing, Gravy, 
Cranberry Sauce, Pie Crusts & Fillings, 
Cake Mixes. 

Clothing Closet: Men's Work Pants & 
Work Shoes, Sheets & Pillowcases, 
Blankets, Sleeping Bags. All Sizes: Warm 
Coats, Hats, Gloves, Heavy Socks and 
Boots during the winter months. 

Drop items in the bin near the main 
entrance of the church. 

 
Our Values 
Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality ~ Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 


